CHRISTMAS LESSONS.
Famous Divines Tell What Is Taught
by the Holidays,

A TIMELY SYMPOSIUM,

It Inclades Brief but Elogquent Contriba-
tlons=Dr. Talmags Draws the Plo-
ture of & Cheertul Religion,

eo of the Richmond Disoatch.]

New York, December 24.—The loosened
star; the esoaped doxology of celestials;
the chill December night aflush with May
morn : our world a lost star and another star
rushing dowu the sky that night to beckon
the wanderer home again, Are there no
new lossons from the story not yet hack.
neyed by bang oft repeated? Ob, yes!
It was & star, and that means joy, hope,
good chesr, ascendency. Not s blsek
pight of threat, but a gleaming etar of
hope is our glorious Christinnity. Other
worlds peem Lo own our d and Master.
1 think all the worlds wers loyal but this,
PBut the world will yet be attuned, and all
worlds will yet be sceordant. ‘Through
the revelntion of the Christmas night 1
find that religion is nota groan but asong!
It was 1n closing Docsmber that He was
born. to show that there is a Christ for the
people in sharp blast, for peoplein clouded
gky, for people with blasted Lopes, for
ple with ther ter bolow pero, for
-Evauplo snowod under, That is the reason
{e i* 8o often found among the destitute,
You can find Hum on any night coming
through the dark lanes of the citv. You
can gee Him put hig hand under the faint-
jng pauper's ctin 1 the pauper’s cabin, He
remembers how 4he wind  whistled
sround the curavensary st Bethlehem
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that Devember might, and Ha j2 in sym-
sathy with sll those who in their poverty
!unrth{- shutters clatter on a cold night. He
was born among the sheep and the eattlo
and the hyrseanand the camels, in order
that He might be nn alleviating influence
to the whole animal erestion, Jt means
mweroy for all overdriven, under-fed, poor-
ly-sheltered creatures. Inour families un_nl
in our schonls, teach the coming generi-
tion more merey than the pressnt genera.
tion has ever shown ; anud in this maryel-
Yous pictare of the Nativity, while you
point ont to them the anes 1, ehiow them
also the camel, and while they hear the
celabratod chant, Iet them hear also the
cow's moan, Mav the Christ of the Beth-
sohem enttle-pen have mercy on the snfler-
ing stock-yorda thut are prepanng thie
diseased and fevered ment for Ameriean
households!

On that Christmas nisht God honorad
childhood. God hna infinite Tecources;
but whon Ha wantato give the richest pogs-
sible gift to n bousehold He looks are and
all the worlds and all the umiverse, and
then gives a ol Toudar the elifld is to
decide all the grent battles, make all the
Inws, gettle sl the dise 1one, nod nsher
in the world's anlvition patrnetion,

That nigh 1000 INALZOT Was
born eneos a'l the poorly
etarted. N o and deh.
cate gtrentions, but straw, 1 he eattle,
and conrso joks snd bauter of the camel-
drivers, A vast majority of the world's de.
liversrs had Larn-fike birth-plocss,  Yes,
mine ont of ten of warlil's deliverers

und the world's the men of
golenee, the mon  of men
of mediving, the men of grand benevo.
lepros—-were borm In wank Yea,
i vonrselves nre  far down, aspire
to go high up. Though the whole world
niny be opposed  to yon, nad mmside
and outside jour occupations and
professions 1 mny be  those

who would kmder your sseont, on your
side nnd enlisted m vour balialf are the
sympathetie heart and slmighty arm of
Ons who was wrapped wm swaddling
elothes nnd liid in 4 manger. O, what n
magnificent enconragement for the poorly
started ! T. DeWrer Tansaos,

tome Christmos Lessons by Thowmas I

Heechior,

Tr the ** 50% ** Louis Kossutl st the close
yo of his orations startled all sand of-
a few by gquoting the Christmas
wng of the angels—"* Glory to God in the
1 ohiest, and on earth peace fo men of good

I'uis rendering was and is more nearly
. neenrate trunslntion than the familiar
wes, good will to men ": and pinnly
roied with the facts of experiance und
nature of things, Thers can be no
on earth among men of evil will.
wnrise, however splendid, changes the
+or hehavior of the bowhng, prowl-
restless, cowardly, even obseene

14 that love the darknesa, They are
riven off by it to find congenial

1 the light shinad into the darkness
first mdyvent in Bethlehem it
. uo peacs to Herod, bat did bring
1 promise to Anna and Simeon,
ro of good will, waitivg for the

n of Israsl,
uk not, saul thia Son of God when
grown to manhood, ** Think not that I am
rome to send peacs, but s sword!" For
the true light that hghteth every man that
cometh iuto the world, when seen and felt
by men not ot good will, surprises, arouses,
frritates, and sets up fermentations hot
and destruetive, Peace to them only who
ure _of good will and devoted already to
wisdom, righteousness, aud ministries of

nve,

When He shall appear the second time
without #in unto salvation, then on a scale
worldwide, with s mighty throng of his
elect saints, the King iu His glory shall be
seen by every eye the world sround. The
men ol ;inmcl will (who bad not known how
besntiful they were) shall lift up their

eads rejoicingly like flowers at sunrise.
The poor in spirit, the mourning, the
meck, the lovers of righteousness, the
merciful, and thelpure in heart—in a word,
the men of good will—shall inherit both
Heaven and earth and behold the King in
His glory., The tabernacle of God shall be
with (such) men, He will dwell with
thom, God himself shall bo with them
sud be their God, . N

Wherefore when God in Christ inaugu.
rated the course of events 'leading to this
consummation, s multitude of the heaven.
Iy host attended Him singing ** Glory to
(Giod in the highest, and on earth peace to
men of good will.”  T'womas K. Bercuxn,
Dr. Lyman Abbott DMscourses on Charlty,

Of ull days tho sweetest, tonderest, and
most weloome, Christiuns stands pre-emi-
nent beeause of its universality, its all-per-
vading and power, and {ts splendid
mump::' o'"u. thl:i l:nﬂ ulc !::rni:.wn.
creed, e whie ® tisn
Sonid T M eividea” and | sab-divided.

cerfulness and
in a thoussnd forms
on, should sproad their dlﬂ::
wings over an ever. ing ares
human hearts and bomos. 1t shonid be
rememhered first of all that Christmas
time is the acoepted soason 1o dinw near
to the one whose birth it eommemorntes,
Athwart the narrowlng horizon of time
He stands the sublime snd beneficent
ideal of that for whioh humsnity i& ever
striving, more instinet with life, more po.
tent for 'o::gi that when in porson His
dear fest trod the shores of Galiles where
ho tangbt and prayed and ascended dome-
orowned Calvary, where be died 80 many
centuries ngo. :

How sweet and moving it all seems !
Some travellers following a star from afar;
a group of shephords iu a field listeniog to
the gind chant of a celaatinl chorua; a babe
with & manger for its cradle; e little boy in
8 apacious temple, seated smong devont
and learned men; o grave and santly
firure walking upon waters, stilling the
tempest with bis volee, the same ralaing
the widow's son to life; the same reatoring
gight to the blind, hearing to the deaf,
spooch to the dumb, hopa to thoss in de.
spair; the same dyving upon the orosw, ery-
ing in s awial agony, while durk shadows
gather about lum, and the earth rocks,
* Father, forgive them, for theyr kuow not
what they do,” t

All these shings should be chiorshed in
our hearts on this Chiris mas tworuiog, and
as we celebrate Chnst's glorions advent
upon earth, His tender injunctions Lo re.
member the poor shonld not bo forgotten,
To ba obeyed at adl time, this command.
ment appeals 1o us with special foree at
Christmas time,  |n no way ean we mnke

than by sharing with those lecs fortunate
the good tnings which we goujoy. by
making light toeir burden and bappier
their 1ot 'Ll seemis to me the most bona.

sons which Christmns tenches,
Lixay Anpporr,
Rev. Thomas Dixon, st the Lesson
Chrmstmns Tenvhes,

The supreme thought of the Clristmas
days s sacrifiemg love, ‘Uhoy are the
world's gift-days. Hercin lies thetr trao
meaning. Man does well to erown them
with love and joy.

1t is the anniversary of God's wondrous
gift. God so loved the waorld that He gave
His only-hegotten son, The true velebrn.
tion of Christmas is to follow thus the
heart of God, We should spend and be
spent. We should give. What a day in
the history of humanity when in the
wanger ot Bethlehem there was given
to the race that peasant babe! A most
bumble eradle! A purentage poor and
obscure! And yet witl his baby fingers ko
reset the valendar of time. And the earth
is hus inheritance !

1 do not marvel that Julius Casar, the
foremoat man of all the world, eould make
a calendar for the world, Hut 1 do not
nuderstand, from the human point o
view, how a pegsant babe hornin n manger
in Judes conld undo the work of the
Civsars and write ancw the history of the
Ho sat on no throne, He wieldad

raese,

no sceptre,  He commanded nosrmy,  He
wrote no book.  He bad no greal man
as his frien He died in young nmin.

hood, the death of o folon, nmiid the
jeors of a rabble, crueiilad between two
thieves, And yvet, miracle of the ages, He
rules the world ! Swee that d Lie

tary of civibzation has becor he history
of  Christanity, Kings baplize thewr
yranecs 1o 1s amo and connt it honor to
‘ led His followers.  His word of
Lire rhoud and [atherhoond universal has
been the power that has Lifted the masses
of humanity until the enmmon jpeople
wonr the erown of rovalty, and tyrannies
erumblo at the toneh of His free spint. He
lived in n world of slaves, and dying,
pointed thetn the way of life nnd fre adom,

Heneeforth the wiay of progress is the
way of Calvary. He who would hve must
die. He who would get wust give. He
who goeks solf destrovs self,

Man is rich in proportion ns he gives,
The divinest things in uuture are those
whiteh give the most, the sunset, the dower,
the song-bird, the dmmoud.

sunset i3 the swmile of the dying day
potring out to the nttermost its gift of
light.

‘The dinmond give
it dranks.

The tlower expires in an ngony of loving
sacrifice pouring out its breath in sweot
ineense on the altar of life,

I'lie mocking-bird tn his tmatchless love-
gong drops from bough to bough uotil, ns
field and forest ring with atlood of eclioing
melod:, he flaviers to the ground ex-
Lansted,

Clristmas.days are gift-days,

lid«

5 back sll thasunshine

To give1s

REV. DE. DIXON.
As wa give we attain the divine.
“Follow Me™
Tuomas Dixox, Ji.
A Word from Dir, dohn B, Paxton.
“Thou dost not honor God by giving
Him suythine but by rendering thyself

divine,
Christ's command is,

BV, DR, PAXTON.
worthy to receive from flim.” But He
kisses the band that gives an alms and
sheds His sunoy smile on all people who
remember His poor relations on earth at

Christmnas time. Joux R. Paxtow,
“The Groatest of All Is the Truth,"

(Christmns teaches us to divide the word
of truth from human errors and miscon-
ceptions so far a8 we can by the sincere
use of reason, because, Huhogﬂlmtler VS,
“this is the only faenlty we have to judge
without concermng anything, even reveln-
tion itself,” and lﬁu holy spirit of truth
then will be more than the Bible even,
and it will be our tescher.

It teaches us to welcome the truth
soience reveals to us as the truth ot God,
which is aleo **able to meke us wise unto
salvation,” not speaking of her as the
handwaid of religion, but giviog her a
warm and true welcome s winsome
younger sister of religion,

1t teaches us to hold tor the first article
in onr creed the humnitdv of God and the

& aiso and teach
their

essence and porpose as th -
days and the workman's mcrmdo E:vni.l
the pulpits and altars, bocause there
we be trus men we are
r with God. SENIa
us to say tonom
holier than thoun,” bu
% ‘: ':::?h the Illik otd lhh rank
an i
merely of oune n’oet omot:er. :g
Ioﬂui yot while we hold with
hope r:a::l:wm' ‘thmmmm“
the truth, lom‘n O.buu': !

Lessoos of Christmas Masifold, *
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brighter and betterour own Christinas-Day |

ful and not the least important of the les. |

i
The tendenoy to-dny, as one whio
coming Christian will be to a still greater
degree controllad by, i to to the
signifieancs of man while in
sonal “diﬁﬁl’"’ hmhrm‘;!“ be, while
or, RO nn
Totn tenant of ihts world, Individuals
muat bo sanetified, but the relstions
which subsist between thom must be sanc-
tified alao, All the grest questions which
agitate us therefore, socially, municipally,
and nationally, will come to be more d

tinotly concerved of ne properiy passin
nndar’ religions  purview.  Thia vdﬁ
be & roturn to original groand. In
the old H:il:mw heautut:i:s the tﬂ'}?-

the statesman. He
D fo of n dividine

nad  no  eonsvionsunss
line between the area of the religions and
the civie. With him piety and patriotism

‘- ﬁ’--_..r % s;..._,
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ran togethor in such o way that 1t was im.
possiblo for him to tell whers ane lett off
and the othier hegan. Al resiprocal duties
and relations were grasped hy him in the
clnteh of a religious coneeptiodn, This will
Lring the Ohureh and the times 1nto {nr
more mtelligont r--l.u.--unl- with ench other,
d may God spesd the day!
WESN y (. 11, PARENURST,
Fivmn of the Natlvity.
BHill arn the vales and white,
Bl all the ¢ y hielght,
Whers, sh the parting night,
Tho she s Kocp wand:

Bright over Bethlehem

Flaahos tho falrost gom

It heaven's bright dindetn—
T'he stag of oar Lord

Btlll on the mother's bronst

Lieth the baba at reet,

Ly augel hauids carossed,
Ity angols pdored.

From the white throne above

Bringleg the hght thoreof,

Pringing His cresd of jove,
Our bover and Loed.

Hall! thot most bleased dny,

Bhinle wr nlght AWay,

Bring wd'd tondnr sway,
1o earth His gind word.

Hinssing atiove tho ban,

w Paaes and good will to man,”

w Panco and sood will to mun
Uil | desus, our Lard.

The foregoing beautiful verses, by Miss

Ina D, Coolbrith, of Oakland, Cal., and
never hefore published, gives fur better
expression to " The f.eexan (hristmas
Teaches " than anything I could write,
Hesur GrORGE,
A Heathen View of Christimas.

It the Lord Jesus knew Low his follow.-
ors would exterminate each other,and how
they would baptize the earth in the pre-
eious blood of the innocent ehildren of
God, He would have not taken all the tron-
ble to come down and preach that famous
gsermon of Confecisnism on the Mount,
and then to die so eruelly on a cross, Ne-
tions who had never known the woes of
war, communities which had never seen
calamities until the Christians inserted
their cannon-bulls, will have a strong caso
of damage sgainst them at the Bar some
time.

How much worze counld we beif Christ
had mnever preached? How much more
cruel could one nation be toward the citi.
zens of u friendly  nation if there wers no
churches? Preaching does not change,
Churehes do not purify the nature of
man, nor eould the deaths of the Gods
save us from denth, Purifieation and
erandenr of men and natione begin with
the individual man. Woxa Cuix Foo,

The Oid Chirlatmas anid the New,
{Seone—An Old Virginia Plantation]
Y MARGARET J. FRESTON.
(The Grandmother Speaks.)
Yon tell me to-morrow 1w Chrisimas-Day,
Bat why should I ears to know ¥
Thore'll be nothisg atout it to call to mind
The Clristinas of loog sgo.

wAnd how dld wo kesp the Christmas then 7"
Well, listen, and you shinll hear ;

And maybe you'll cease to wonder why
I pine lor its Loarty cheer.

Thay'll naver come back—those good old times |
1 uever shall live to sot

Barch beantitul holidays as we had
Belore wo wore all 8o freo.

Yea—yea—1 know what yon're golng to say
Of Progress, and what you will;

Aud though I am noue of your Jasper sort,
Who thinks that the sun stands still,

I'd rather you'd glve ma downrigh facts,
Instend of your rant and nolse;

What food bas your P'rogress dous for me,

Or Dinah, or Casgar's boya?

Now, mind yon! 1 would nnt pat & rock
In the way of the headlong train;

Bt 1 teil you, ealldren, 1 wish to-day
Uil Clirlstmas was ook sgalul

What rollicking, frolicking times wo had
As poon na Docomber came ;

What fattening of turkeys, ducks, and geese |
What laraers ware flled with gams|

What gtorags of all deliclous things—
Mineo ples by the dozen scors ;
Plum-puddings, plumn-cakes (rom tho same re-

colpt
Brought over by Lord Danmora.

What partridgos hoaped the pantry shelves,
“wm': b-nil-ln of eges stood by,
‘bt baunches tho gay young hunters brooght
For e ricuest of yenlson ple!

Wo garlanded all the walls with green,
And under the chandalisr

(With none of your flickering gas ablaze,
But with wax-ligts burning clear)

Tha mistloton bough wa duly hung
With branches of holly bright;

And under its barrles of purest pear]
Thoro was kissiug on Christmuas night !

Bach barrows of hickory plled the sheds,
Such kindling ploe-knois storsd |

For hright in the chimneys of twonty rooms
The noblest of fres roared,

To welcome tho Christmas iu.
Christmas morn tll New Yoar's eve,
Wi b o Sad o dance sad v,
We fiirted the hoars away.

We sent to “ Tha Quarters ™
i ot L
¥, bless you, fos outrt
They danced 1o the banjo, too.
8oe yonder, ¥ Ths Quarters " all are down,
Tho 0 musumduma;m
BOW 10 come.

How chilly the rooms are! Scarce a fire:
No b H

g oy eyt By
K i o brond wii e dog and gun.

well! T may
R s e
Bu the
R ——
There's s Warning in This,

[OLD VIRGINIA XMAS.

A CHARMING STORY OF THE SEASON
BY MRS. BURTON HARRISON.

First Constderntion of Gifts for the Ser-
vants—Soenes In so O1d Virginis
Manston in the Year 18061,

* I remember, 1 remomber,” as Thomas
Hood onee sang, nn old white stuceo honse
in Virginia, broad and rambling, with un.
oxpected wings and outer stairways, and
the kitchen offices connected with it by
latticed walks,

It stood amid a grove of really noble
onk trees that in the first year of war
bowed their grand heads and fall eraghing
earthward in answer to the order of United
Btates authorittes to mako a brenstworks
againat possible rebels advancing from
Muna«sas upon Washinglon, Around this
dwelling stretched undulnting lawns, on.
eireled in tarn with woods that wero the
fuiry world of my ehildiood.

By many boeside the one who snmmons
this reminiscence the old place, destroyed
by war, will bho remembered with keon

lensure, for 1t wos the grand parental
oma of A large t omed to

t tpere for e £ southern
at nll tities of holiday,
ol the dtimate 1n that part of Vir-
pinia dofs not by any means imply warm
Cliristmnses, 1t s not to be connted on for
snowy otios, and great was onr youthful
giva whon white fakes falling on Christmas.
eve caused the servants to inform us that
eelostinl poore. pieking bad begun.,

T recall the cotehrasion of Christmps
in old Virginia 1 should bhave to dispense
a bodgepodige of smpemirs i much mate-
rial as sentunental, For Lhers i3 promi-
nent the cooking pert of it, to which the
Intdies of the household plways leut mee
enrn, nnd i whiot the ehildren took vivid
interest, Thers ware loaves of sugur to be
watched in the breaking, slmonds to be
binnened and orushed in rose water, teing
to b made tossaime the trpcerios of frost-
work ou the pane,

A "posstor.

Cutdoors, T reeall a visik to a gnm
little brichteved 'possawa kept 1n a b
of whott his nezro eapior tolil me, smack-
i hu'd

ing los lips to my disgust, that
make prime ealin' when  he gitk O B
bed ot baked swoet "toters Chnstmas
uight.

Thore were pig-tails rossted and dis.
tributed among  the ehiideen by their
nigro ndmirers, but of s b tasted

not. The Lingrs of ehingua.
png (fi gtd-browa baby
chestnais ), ulso brought into the honse gs
trophiies from the ealorv] people, and hig
apples, with cass of pop-cora, smnll bottles
of abomina e s wentseent, and boxos
of shelis busgbt on their visits to the neigh-
boriug town.

In teturn we gave them waatever our
savings would yw us to contribute, It
was inevitable t the first rconsideration
of Christruns gifts, whether from a child or
adult, shouid be for the servants o
bouschold, | Enow thers was 0 menting,
n wndorness, in thess interchanges that
one Never secs in the presents
cotinted upon sod received with cool in-
difference by the domestic staff of weodern
davs,

* ['he first Christmas T romember "—ah !
e ! o gray st surronuds it, and 1 panm
to ben the Jdawn of a crisp Virmnin
miorning, nestled in—now for a shoek to
taoilorn hygiene—toe depths of n Virginia
foathe vil, with soms ostensibly slum.
bering er " humoped " in wsim coveriuga
ot my sl Detsoliing ttself from the line
of the chimuoy-piece 'iuu.;n my stocking,
of which I hasten to take thrilled posses.
sion,

wi

Lo-idav

AN AERIAL SLEIGIL

Truly—yes, fervontly—I believed that
the treasures presently spread upon the
kuot-work qnilt came to me in an mrial
sieigh driven by s jolly red-nosed man in
furs, Whether it was notually swallows in
the chimnpes-top er fiying sqnirrels gnm-
bolling upon our eaves, I believad sundry
notses of the night to he the pawing of
tiny chargers on tho roof.

I lits eroed gave me years of unqualified
satisfection, aud when recently 1 aaked n
amall person of stx whether nho still be-
Lieved in Santa Claus sod be answered
me in withering good English 1 never
belieyed in Banta  Claus: always
toought it was  parents,” 1 felt
quenched and dejected beyond reason.

At broakfast, with the sun looking in
the eight long windows of the dining-
room and twinkling on the holly. and box-
bushes under them, outaide one felt thers
wus gala in the air,

Then we went to church, and after it we
gat down, at ¢ o'clock, to s dinner that
Insted late in tho afternoon, ‘The old sil.
ver shown anew, and the jellies yuivered
with satiwfuction € toe fun sround the
bosrd,

In the evening we gatherecd about the
fire made upon the remupants of last year's
Yule log and told stories and played
gnmes, 'Thers were six windows eurtained
with red damark in the drawing.room
nnd several doors, in and oat of which
boys and dogs were perpetually moving.

The in-door gumes I remember best at
Cliristmas times in old Virginia after the
oeremony of rolling w the Yule log, which

MBS, BUBTON HARRISON,
would never roll, and was nlways foreibly
tugeed by boy cousing with excoristed
hands and doubtful tempers, were pers
formed in a high day and holiday fashion,
too decorous to be really to ounr taste,
They took place under the supervigion of
maiden annts, amid the red damask chairs
snd sotas, girandoles and ostrich-eggs of
the drawing.room, and enshrined s sort of
fearful joy.

A BPOILED CHILD,

“Stage cosch” 1 can recall. when on
one occasion I was nearly eéxterminated
by two stalwart youths struggling for my
place, 1 emerging from the mele in the
condition of Hood's picture of ** A Spoiled
Child "—ttie baby 10 an easy chair, upon
which an uneonscious stour lady has r(mt
taken her seat! It was all very woll for
them to apologize and offer to tran a dog
for me, throwing 1o the promise of a paper
of Mrs. Appich’s sugar-plums the next
time they went into town, My dignity
was gonoe and I was ill-appeased.

** Magionl music” pleased mes, esvecially
when 1t flowed from the finger-tips of
dear M. F.. an angel in our midst and
elsewhere until she was taken home. But
I think play for jollity's sake is apt to be

erfunctory, and we were relieved when

hae door opened to admit & sable fune.
tionary bearing silver trays of egg-nogg
and fruit-cake.

Better tun was to he had inthe ** Lon
room "—its deop.mouthed fire-place fille
with a eracking wood fire, 1ts furniture
searred with tokens of generations of
romping boys and giris, its walls hun
with guns and fishing-rods—the mhmE
desks pushed back and apples waiting to
bo roasted upon strings above the bearth,
Thers we gathered and talked and played ;
there Lread ** Evelina" in s window-sen
apart; th P 1 id 10 mar-
mg:. stripplings to college, to the navy,
to business, and—to war,

For lurking behind the merriment of our
easy-going life was a grim presence whose
band outstretchod was soon to silenes it
forever, The last Christuias I remember
at Vancluse—that of 1880—was, hke the
first, o time of pleasure noalloyed to voung
peopls : but in another y::sr;o old home
was blotted out of 8 &1 ts ruins lay
in 8 desert over which the Christmas blast
swept drearily, Bowroy Hikesos,

C — e

A CONFIDERATE CHRISTMAS,
Ingenious Devices to Fill the Children's

boys

and girls of to-day frow what they were
during the war !

Ma's ample white stookings hung from

the nails beneath the mantelpiece or from

the gas-brackets, and the distorted hosiery

% uam h:?ﬁﬂm ¥
o W
f‘l.m such to fireworks ), wers not in
or not the Yankeos wD &
on sround the southern States and so
blockaded the that boats vonld not
come in, exeept nt the risk of eapture or
of ronfing againat o mueh larger sod
more destructive torpedo than s put in &
Christmas stocking ?

There wore New York and Philadol-
ghm.mndn toys for the northern cluldren,

ut none for the southern.

No foreign fruits were seon st Christmos
during the war, and foreign nuts, raisns,
eitrons, prunes, "Axiig er-toes,” and Eng-
lish walnate were all debarred.

I'he southern boy bid a sad adien to
thess good things in 1541, as he did to
cheeas, cocoanuts, chocolate, bananas, and |
rinunmnlm.and e did vot sea them agan |
or more than' tour years. |

. KRS ERIXOLE OF TUR SOUTH, |

Btill, the southern children were not de. |
prived of the pure jovs of Christmas, 'Ihe |
good ones received many home.made arti.
cles, domestio fruts, and nuts, and other
delicacies, such as molasses cakes and
Shrowsbury eakes: but no doughnuts, as
they wore relished by the enemy, and lard
was gearee, autl pios and things contracted |
into ** pisen things"

When and whers the old Kris Keingla of
the South recerved nis supplies 18 amys-

|
|
Lery. ’

There was Noah aud thoe ark, and
* Tho animals comiog out two by two,
Drossed in yellow, pank, and blua”
We had the same animals, ns bard to
identify then ne now -supplejacka wih
cords to therr peaked bats: red-shirted and

FIRE-CRAUKENF,

OLD S8Y GILLIAT, THE FIDDLER, AND
HIS GROUP OF DANCERS.

A Passing-Strange Christmas-Tve Advens
ture in an O1d Manslon |
in Riehmond, |

[Writtan for the Dispateh. |

The pieture always bad a singular fase.
pation for me,

Time nnd again, even when my back was
tarned to it and when friendly contro.
voray was moat excited among the kindred
spirits thot were accustomed to assemble
in the parlor of the old manaion, [ have
teit its strange influence and turned to
glance at it. .

It hung in & corner amidst a gronn of

| family portraits snd other examplis of

painters long sines dead --the oentro-piece
of a heterogeneous mosaie of art that over-
looked furniture and upholatery equally
aneiont,

It was a mosaw, the portraits in which
suggested that they were eritioising, with

| mingled pity and reproof, the dross and

meothods of thought of the company that
at regnlar intervals gatherod benoath them,
and from which  the landseape pieoes
sewmed to extinle the tnint, far odorof flow-
ers found w onlv in old bomestea ! ga
dens go wiste, Only was the ans.
olironwin legs d and the controst less
ohyions whea would jown theeompany sho
of the oanteo face, She esme not often,
but when she did it was s if one of the

dhsh-taced monkoy ng up and down }
vollow siioks, o few colidiers on movable Int- | portraits  had  stepped down from iis
ttec-work, Kindorgarten blooks of various I frame  and o bond of  sympathy
kinds, pop.guns, Bttlo tn horns, Franeh | bud been establislied betweon thoe prescnt
horns, | anid downs of much defl. | 1 tho past, Her conversation remimie
cleney in material, | pae ¢ [ the echo of ao old welody rannisg
v s ppreseed and timid theme throogh

|

Weo had, too, packs of pop-crackers -
teraporsed with the sellow pop-eracker,
the boya' delight, from the fanoy that they
popped londer chan others, >

Thore wers fuw, if any, canoon.orarkors,
or " butiv.wakers,” ns the CUonrederacy
conld pot spare ¥o much powder,

And then there were [little torpodoes—
fow in & box with much saw.dust; s

devils, spiuning-wheols (soms of wi

would not spinl: Roman eandleés with
" wighty few ™ 5 (ntd some of which
wonid not go ol 1f fire was put at both

ts with sticks ps defi-
ago of wooden tooth-

Ll | o HE
Clopt us o S=0ont
picks.

WAR-TIME KUTSA,

nekory-nuts, as of @bl

hardiliood of the sontheru

versity ; thie Dluck walnat, typ of thir
worth and unction ; the peaniit or “goober-

pen,” whieh was often sighod for by the
soldier from the far South, and which, 1n
lnter years, haa hoeoms the legisintive,
judicial, and exorntive nut (for it is inueh
relimhed 1 all of these departments) : and
#o popular has 1t hecome with theatres
goers that from a false sonse of wihetl-
cism, and tor the sake of the janitor, it s
probibited in cortain theatres, Chestuuts
and hazelnuts wero there too,
FROITH.

For fruits there wera the persimmon (the
American date), which was a rich gift fur-
v poor soil of cortain coun-
s in the natural state, ond high.
d esndy-apples with uneatablo
green lenves,

French candy made by some Pizzini or
Antont of the South was sometimes found
10 the very toe of the stocking, and in the
hasto to get at 1ta contents the French
candy met with a Waterloo, or becamo
blended with the so.called  molasaes
eanidy, wihich was sorghum  and not
eandy made from mnolasses or the golden
or silver syrup of to.day,

And there would be g geroater variety of
blended candy and r Wa than was ever
dreamed of in the sweet baodiwork ot
Huvler,

No otiveolate was found. Even the littla
1-vont chocolate cigar went out with the
cruel war.

HONBONS,

Bometimes thers would be among tha
fow—oli, too few-—~French bonbons one or
more green pieces, whieh the children
wers  caationed not to  eat, for’ fear
thut they (the bonbons) had been colored
with arsonie, This alimost seomed g ernel-
ty, when there were only three white
pieces and onw pink ons besidos,

COFFER ANT ROO=N 0,

The ehild who bad to drink coffes made
with Tye, scorus, or burked sweet pota.
tooa, the said imitstion creamed with
much-watered and sometimes much-chalk-
ed milk, and who was allowapced with
vory salty butter—the salt to mwake it ' go
far"—and who was even deprived of Con.
federnte egg-nog for foar that a taste of
that nectnr wonld csuse him to becomeo s
drunkard, could npot easily reswst the
temptation to eat the suspicious candy.

Besides Confederate egg-nog mada ne-
cording to the following receipt wis not e
o very ssductive drink :

Hecerpt for three persons: Three eggs,
one gill of whizkev, six tablespoonfuls of
brown sugur (granulated and loaf sugar
not in the market), milk to eolor, and af
hot wator p sufficient quantity, Beat the
whites and the yelks separately, adding
the foam sttor the ather ingredients are
mixed. Set aside to cool and to gather
strength, '

I'hat was rum ege-nog, with the nsual
dash of rum omtted, for the sober and
righteons New FEngland people would wot
send the Quvoring material Sonth,

TGOS,

Fies are always expensive at Christmas,
for they are both searce and in demand
then, and the Confederate hen, altbough
poor, yet laid her guantum and no more,
and many of ber eges werain the *'scre
uwnd yellow,” and were redolent of saw-
dust, sud revived arecollection of the cirs
cns, which came not during the war,
ulthougli the theatre wasopen often,

The South could pot afford the men, the
eanvas, aud the provender for the cirous,

If the prics of eggs at Christmas doring
the war were quoted the writer might not
be behoved, and most provokingly never
was a Confederate cgg discovered with o
double yelk,

HOME-MADE CANDY,

Necogsity is the mother of invention and
the mothers and daughters of the Confed.
eracy wade m'"{ of the things which were
tound in the children’s stockings.

They mado cornucoping and filled them
with home-made candy; and besides
making many useful things, they made
rag-babies in entirety or purchased the
heads of dolls—a frequent custom—and
made up the dolls at home, and such dolla,
dressed in tartan skirts, looked quite
pretty. Some of them were like old peo.
ple. Thev had hickory-nut hesds, and
with frilledjcaps they were grandmsmimas,

INGENIOUS DEVICES,

A Chinese baby was made with a peannt
for its head, and it was an excellent imita-
tion.

Theso sonthern women also ingeniously
manufsetured beautiful upbolstered baby.
house furniture from the bones of fowls,

Did the world ever before producs such
noble and resonrceful women 7

Many of those loving and lovable
matrons and sisters who sat up lute at
night makm;i little Contaderate flags for
the boys and dressing dolls for the girls
no longer live to rejoies with the obildsen
{his morning, but therr meamories sea hal.
lowed for what they did and suffered ;
especially as without them the Confederats
Christmas stocking would bLave been
empty in hundreds of households,

T. R E.
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The Flugs on Public Schools,
To the Edistor of the Dhsnateh :

1 am obliged to yon for yoar editorial
and the quoting the opinion of Mr. Kell,
Adjutant-General of Georgia, ** that ouly
the Btate fiag should float over the Capi.
l::l." I had an controversy lately witha
Sate ecorrespondent 1n regard to the
[imited States flagon our publo schools,
There is no reason in it. Mr. Han,
Tuaaker, I know, agrees with me. It would
be & good thing to bave the boys at our

ublic schools taught the Constitution,

t is very eyident, as [ saw thon, thut a
srnt many men bave pever read it. The
ag of the United States upon our Senate
chamber may be designed to express the
dual form of our goverument, and in this
light it is not mappropriate, I bear little
eaid powadays about the composition of
the United States Senate na a proof of the
cosquality of the States. Thers Delawars,
a3 you know—and everybod ht to
know—is as big as New Yur,k or '1‘e
There she has as much power in ma
treaties, &c., that might endanger her in.
dependence or safety as the largest State
m the Union, It 18 not wealth or populs.
tion es n State great, but her in-
herent rights aud lofty spurit of independ.
ence, Viavia,

——————

The Old Sabseriber,

Leilliant new eombosition, sand wheg
shie wis near § roslizod more sensibly thafi
when slio was abeent the faseinstion of tho
pleture i the coroer,

But of thts pertiouiar picture. I do not
know ite pistory further than that it came
ottt of the old wuseum when Lhat land-
wark of early Richmoud enltivation was |
swopt awar, Nor do | know wioo painted

i, Perhaps it is & Bullv, It has |
some  of s eharsetenstios,  both
m eoloripg and drawing. Ous figure,

Loweser, was conesded to be historie,

Thist 18 the fignre of au old negro, 8y l- |
liat, the eslobrated fiddler —old Sy 1o all
the pomposity of & rutled shirt, a stos k.
and knes-breeches: the same old By who
had ridden on many oceasions with the
drtver of the conch thut carried Farson

Huchanan to the county to marry 4 couple,
utd who, after the cersmony, was 8 more
important persousge than the parson, sess

ing that with his sableeontemporary, Lon.
don Miggs, be made musie tor the weddiog
danoe,

It 1= an Al Fresco composition, Old By
is seated on o stool heneath o tree ngainst
whieh he leaps and 18 the emboliment of
eolored arstoeratic diguity,  He hins ex.
chnaged Lis fiddle for -ulium 0, upon whi
be is playing. In front of
costumues and with |
several white ehuldrea
nre the tather and mot
evidently enjoying thoe scenc intepsely,
In the mmedinto foreeronml 15 a ship of &
wirl with u hesuntingly sweet face and gr
of carringe—just the face and figurn
make one query montally what will be he
future,

I had often wondered of Sthe picture |
a story—that is, whether the figuresin it
other than that of Old Sy were tukon from
roul life or were merely introdueed by the
painter as o setting tur hrs sal 1l i
Thomora 1 studied the tigure
the stronger the conviction @rew uj
that she bad really hived,

On Christmas Eve, 18—, my stndv of the
picture enlminated in an exvericnen I eas [
noever forget, 1 do not propose tonttemn
an explapation of 1t 1 sl
late it, There never was o i
mas Eve in Kichmomd, 'Ll
been falling steadily ever sines thy
and lay so deop upon the gr 1

Hieles made no |
1 r

iim, i quaint
voud ahandon, dnnee
while to lia rypnt

er of the dancers,

AW

y v, When
bell of the old mansion she of the
face admitted me, bat | passed @
parlor alone, for, as she afterward
did not appear inelined to talk, ‘1

wiis oppressively silont, and ss 1 took my |
seat vefore the dulleredl mmgs of conls
in the grate which afforded the only
light in the room, 1 wns not srions
of a sound, save Iv tickmng |
of the elock on the sts it in the

k that had been messurme tho
F'o e thers wis
theas old |
tld I nsso-

hall—a el
hours for full a century.,
nlwaya something wirrd aho
Duteh elocks, When [ was
cinted them with o and though I am ‘

not given to the uncanuy or the mortad, [
never see one in the glonming now that 1
do not balf expeet its door to Ry cpen sl |
reveal n dkeleton. Cortuinly they are
cofins ‘n winch reposs the skeletons of
the generations of time

From the position in which T =sat, o
rather reclined, for 1 had thrown myvs
into u fi ite rocker, wihiolh was alwn
vovered with a tiger skin, my pictare wa
behind we, But beariug or fmapining [
hearnl a slight sound, as of the rustling of
siik, I glanced up to the mireor over th
mantel and thers was my pieture reflect
in it with startling vividness, Involur
tarily 1 tarned and looked back to the
corner, yaguely trproseed with the belwed
that T would see n stroug light upon the
original, It was still in place, but the
figures were barcly  perceptible, nud
there was po change wm the

E W e
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sutnbre.
ness of the tints sge bad cast over u.
Acain 1 turned to the mirror, balf donut-
ing the evidenees of my senses and tho.
roughly mystified; but a still mors sur. !
prising revelation awaited me, The pieturs
bad reecded in the glass, only to show in |
an intense Rembraodt ettect, At the end
of a long vista of shadows hemming 1n
everything else that could be reflected
from the room were Old Sy, the youtiful
dancers, and the speetators, i colors as
frash as tho day the composition oste
from the vasel,

Then the figures bogan to move. Yom
say I was drepming. | was not. 1 never
was more wide awake in my life. Never

were all my faculties more alert or strsinnd
to keener perception, At first the move.
ment was slow and measured, bot gradu-
ally it beeame more rapid, wotd it ns.
sumed a deazing, bl n-’lau._- winrl that
caused me to close my eyes from sheor
pain. When [ looked again thers was still
& pleture in the mirror, but got the pictare
that hune in the corner.

8y (ntllint—8y older and grayer—was
still & prominent fgare, but his «ru'lrnn.i'
ments had been altogether transformoed,
He had exchanged his banjo for his tiddle
nod his seat nader the troe for a chair tn n
large wainscoated hall, where amid a glare
of light frotn myriad candles u thropg of
stately women i rich broeades and jpwels,
and soores of bandsome men in Penwigs,
knea-bresches, and pumps, woved through
the mazes of the eotullon.

Furer women never gathered in s court
of beaoty. It was o wision of transeenid.
ent loveliness und splendor, Yot the form
snd face that lout to it sweotest grace and
rivettod my gaze with magneuio potency |
was the wost modest, A tall, hthe, wil-
lowy form, nll in white, with noornameuts
saven bunch of violets at tho breast, .\l
face 8o pure nod spiritual that it seemed
illnmined with a celestinl light, Eyes
that mirrored 8 soul 10 barmony with all |
that is refined and attuned to wll that s
poetie, and which appesred to look be. |
youd their Jdazzhing surroundings into
the peare, quiet, snd traoguillity of some
distant 1|.lm'lm.‘||pv. I could but compure
ker to s single spray of lily of the valley |
it n boaqguet of roses and carnations,

How long I followed her through the
dance 1 canunot say, but more and more |
familiar grew the form aod face unul I |
knew that tho picture in the corner con.
tained more than one sabject from real
life, There was no doubting t, This |
queen of the ball was mg shipof a gurl 1|

rst saw dancing to the thrummin w‘lf old |
8y's banjo beneath the trees—my slip of » |
gurl develoy 10t young womanbood,

1 was aa tolly conspious that | was living
in the dead past as | sm now conscious
that [ am hiving in the pressnt, 1 was not
surprised, therafors, when the lights bogan
to grow dim; when old 8y's fiddle dropped
from his hand and when one by one the
daneers erumbled into dust, until only the
ome with the soft, white, o drapery
and violet brooch remained. 1did not
expect to seo her vanish with the rest. It |
was only natural to me that she should '
ficat out into space, leanng the odor of
violets in the air, and that I shoald read in
their woudrous eyes that I would see ber
again.

- - -

- - -

*This is my wife, old man," ‘and a firm,
affectionate hand was laid u shoul.
der. 1looked up, bai how l’ mﬁn:udolnho

1 shall never know. No wonder
ie neat thing 1 heard
g ooy e was the question,

ill s m
o Ty by
e T
w2 How Joug bave oy el y

STORY OF A PICTURE. ’
|

eameo fiuos was the anconselone mo .
hmh ﬂ;l’u “:é' two spacks, | Im
W of agirl ane A of 15
Ball, ﬂﬁ’l really l;" h“l't.ml Bap
agons, and is sho the guarding o,
inspiration ot my poot friend
bave my theory that tha msson 4
are will nover ond on earth uie o -
vo conquered tusumpure, [l
18 it that iy poet (riend's sweet.: .
desoribe seenos of dai s oy :
pever bave witpewnd,
cudonce is n requibem |
The picture of « . . :
seeustomed place.  Abon :
grouped the family porteaies o
soaped, I still Like toweady o,
work of real moenit, but si
etary I no bonget fecl (88 prvs
strange infiucnoe when my baoy
to the groap.
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